Malachi





How have you loved us? (1:2-5)





God’s Love for Jacob (1:2)





God’s Hatred for Esau (1:3-5)





How have we despised your name? (1:6-2:9)


The Violation of the Covenant (1:6-14)





The Vindication of the Covenant (2:1-9)





For what reason? (2:10-16)





Mixed Marriages (2:10-12)





Divorce (2:13-16)








How have we wearied Him? 2:17-3:6











How shall we return? 3:7








How have we robbed Thee? 3:8-12


The Robbery (3:8-9)





The Remedy (3:10-12)











The issue of giving is prevalent in Scripture.  2Co 8-9


Giving is a manifestation of God’s grace. vs 1


Giving can be done in the midst of tough times vs 2


Giving is a privilege. vs 4


Giving involves one’s self before one’s stuff.  vs 5 (If I give myself, my wallet follows.)


Giving is proof of one’s love. vs 8


God’s blessing is proportionate to one’s giving 9:6, 8


Giving should be voluntary and from a cheerful heart 9:7


Giving glorifies God before others as tangible testimony to the gospel 9:12





What have we spoken against Him?  3:13-15


The Arrogance of the People (3:14-15)





The Assurance of God (3:16-18)





The Day of the Lord 4:1-6








Conclusion 4:4-6


	





Summary


God affirms love for Israel, but the first question shows the people’s skepticism and doubt that God loved them.


The second question focuses on the neglect of priests and people who brought second rate sacrifices.


The third question showed how their bad relationship with God carried over into the community through the practice of divorce and remarriage to foreigners.


The fourth question showed that the people mistook God’s patience for lack of divine justice.


The fifth question showed that their tithes and offerings were affected by their attitudes.


The sixth question demonstrates their arrogance and shortsightedness in neglecting a God honoring lifestyle.


The section on the Day of the Lord promises judgment will come on the wicked and salvation to the righteous.


The conclusion exhorts them to obey the law and wait for Elijah who would announce the day of the lord.





Application


�
Chiastic Structure of Malachi





First Address


Motivation - God’s Love 1:1-5


	Situation - Failure to honor God 1:6-9


		Change - Stop Vain offerings 1:10


	Situation - Profaning God’s name 1:11-14


Motivation - God’s Discipline 2:1-9





Second Address


Motivation - Spiritual Unity 2:10a


	Situation - Faithless 2:10c-15b


		Change - Be Faithful 2:15c-16


	Situation - Hypocrisy and Injustice 2:17


Motivation - Coming Messiah 3:1-6





Third Address


Change - Return 3:7-10b


	Motivation - Future Blessing 3:10c-12


		Situation - Rejection and Complacency 3:13-15


	Motivation - Coming Day 3:16-21


Change - Remember Torah  - 3:22-24





Third address switches pattern for surprise and emphasis.  It is most prominent because there are two "change" elements and the changed order and because it is last.  And there is the longest speech of Judah.  Marked by inclusio Hebrew word bWv (shub which means “return”) 


Also Note the positive and negative motivations in the above motivation sections.
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