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I.	Introduction -  1:1-3  























Purpose:	Joel uses a recent drought and locust plague as an object lesson to warn of a future invasion of Israel in the Day of the Lord.  If the nation will repent and return to the Lord, God will restore His relationship with her and bless her.





II.	Destruction - God's response to the nation's sinfulness 1:4-2:11


	A.	Extent of Destruction by locusts 4-7








	B.	People's response to the present devastation (8-20)








	C.	Description of future devastation and the Lord's army 2:1-11 








III.	Call for Repentance 2:12-17

















IV	Deliverance - God's response to repentance


	A.	Pity - 18  God is a God of mercy. 





	B.	Plenty - 19-27  God is generous with His blessings.





	C.	Deliverance 28-32


























	D.	Judgment of nations for mistreatment of Israel - 3:1-17 





	E.	Ultimate deliverance and prosperity in the land - 18-21.
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APPLICATION





God does not ignore sin.  He will punish it.


God is gracious and patient and may relent if we repent.


Repentance needs to be genuine.


God does have a future for His people and the book reaffirms our concept of a literal future tribulation when God will judge the nations, and restore his people to the land.


The book shows that God is in control.  
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